
Liz and I arrived back in 
Haiti yesterday after a two 
week hiatus in Minnesota. 
As encouraged as I am by 
new building, road repair, 
solar street lights and other 
improvements, I continue to 
be horrified at the poverty 
and malnutrition all around 
us. Yesterday while waiting 
in the airport, I read that 
our area around Carrefour 
has over 50% high food 
insecurity, mostly as a re-
sult of crop destruction by 
Hurricane Sandy last Octo-
ber. What that means to us 
is 50% of the people we 
serve are at high risk of not 
having access to or purchas-
ing power for adequate food 

for their families and the 
children, who have the high-
est risk for malnutrition and 
death, will most likely be-
come more hungry rather 
than better fed. Severe mal-
nutrition among under-6 
year olds in Haiti is esti-
mated at 25 – 40%. 80% of 
the country lives in poverty 
(less than $2.00 per day) all 
the time and now it is worse 
due to crop failure, in-
creased unemployment and 
drought. 
 
While we were home in 
April, we had wonderful 
opportunities to share about 
the work God has given us 
here and where He is taking 

us. We desire to serve Him 
where He calls us. What that 
means now is that in addi-
tion to our two major initia-
tives outlined in the January 
2012 newsletter (rebuilding 
Pastor Firmin Louis’s home 
and the Medika Mamba pro-
gram caring for malnour-
ished children), we are 
launching a new initiative 
called Building Strong 
Families. Through the local 
church we are initiating this 
program to provide ade-
quate food for the long term 
along with education and 
discipleship to foster a 
close, enduring walk with 
Jesus.  This program is for 
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Providing Emergency 

Housing and Care for 

Children in South     

Africa 

 

 

The Regeneration Center is 

pleased to announce the 

addition of Place of Hope 

Africa as a ministry of The 

Regeneration Center.  Marv 

and Marie Bjorklund are 

leading this ministry and 

have also been elected to  

The Regeneration Center 

Board of Directors. 

 

Since 2004 Marv and Marie 

have been living in South 

Africa and have seen first-

hand the need for emer-

gency shelter for children 

caused by Aids, neglect, 

poverty, alcohol, and abuse.  

Since that time, they have 

been working to provide a 

home for these children. 

 

In 2008 they started a home 

in Plettenberg Bay, but were 

unable to dedicate the re-

quired time necessary to run 

the home.  In January 2011 

they decided to turn the 

program over to the woman 

who had been the House 

Mother. 
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the families who have brought 
their malnourished children to 
us for help.  We are starting 
this program because we be-
lieve God intends families to 
be an earthly demonstration 
of His love, and He wants 
children to stay in their fami-
lies rather than be placed in 
orphanages.  We are working 
with the local church because 
we believe God instructs the 
local church to support and 
care for their own family of 
believers and beyond. 
 
Building Strong Families 
Through our partnership with 
Kids Against Hunger (KAH) 
in Alexandria, the generous 
donations of individuals in the 
Alexandria and extended com-
munities and our families, we 
are able to: 
 

1. Ensure adequate nutrition 

through KAH food and sup-
plemental cooking needs, 

2. Get children into and 

keep them in Christian 
schools, 

3. Provide basic medical 

services, 

4. Provide Christian educa-
tion for children and adults 
through the church, and 
5. Provide nutrition, health 
and sanitation training to par-
ents. 
 
We intend to start small with 
this program. We now serve 
20 families with Kids Against 
Hunger (KAH) food. We have 
started to work with, mentor 
and facilitate the new services 
listed above with four of these 
families. We will expand the 
number of families we serve 
as God provides resources 
and direction. 

(Continued from page 1)  
Teams traveling to Haiti in 
2013 
We are excited that we have 
many support teams traveling 
to Haiti in the coming 
months. These teams will 
learn more about and experi-
ence our ministry first hand, 
serve the community along-
side us and return to the US 
with passion to serve God 
through service to the people 
of Haiti. These teams are in 
the planning stages: 
 

1. Tory Bjorklund (The Re-

generation Center President) 
and Steve Hagstrom (BttN) 
April 2013 to assist with vi-
sion and administration of the 
ministry – April 20 – 26, 2013. 
Watch for a report from Tory 
in the near future. 

2. Team of Alexandria na-
tives seeking a new source of 
water for Haiti following a 
vision from the Lord – May 
15 – 22, 2013 

3. Medical Team (from Mis-

souri) serving with a three day 
medical clinic at the church - 
May 30 – June 4, 2013. 

4. Vacation Bible School 
Team at the church - Mid-July 
or August, dates TBD. 

5. Medical Team serving 

with a three day medical clinic 
at the church - October 2013. 
6.  Tree Planting Team plant-
ing trees up the mountain 
from Pastor Louis’s church - 
Dates TBD – fall 2013 or win-
ter 2014. 
 
If you are interested in travel-
ing to Haiti, please email us at 
info@breadtothenations.org 
or call Tammy Hagstrom at 
320-815-5348 for more infor-
mation. 

 
To become a monthly sus-
tainer of this ministry and to 
help us ensure the futures of 
this generation of children 
God has put in our care, 
p l e a s e  g o  t o        
www.breadtothenations.org, 
read more about the ministry 
and click on the red box on 
the right that says “Support 
the Ministry”. 

We are grateful beyond words 
for the prayer, emotional and 
financial support of our com-
munity! 

Thank you! 

 

- Mickey McRoberts &         
Liz Peterson - 
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“We believe God 

intends families to 

be an earthly 

demonstration of  

His love.” 

http://www.breadtothenations.org
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“We are 

bringing light 

to those in 

darkness...” 

They give us maize and other 
farm produce. After visiting 
Kwabena Abantaba with Dave 
and Tory, he offered us a goat 
and has always given farm pro-
duce. In the Brong Ahafo we 
need the following languages: 
Komkomba (also known as Lik-
pakpaln or Kpankpam), Kusasi, 
Mamprule and also some more 
Akan-Bron. 
 
In the Western region, we visited 
the following towns: Goka, 
Kaase, Nyame Bekyere, Adabok-
rom, and Yamatwa and then later 
headed to the coast where we 
encountered a problem with our 
engine. The roads in this region 
were the poorest so far. We also 
learned that the Western region 
has three major languages: 
Ahanta, Nzema and Sehwi. On 
our previous trips, we visited 
only the Nzema speaking people 
and traveling up north helped 
meet the two other tribes. We 
will need to add the Ahanta and 
Sehwi languages. We still have 
the Nzema and would give it out 
on the next trip. In addition to 
the Ahanta and Sehwi languages, 
we will also need to add Nkonya. 
 
We want to also talk a little about 
the people we are meeting. Like 
our Lord Jesus Christ said, “The 
poor will always be here on 
earth.” And for that matter, even 
though we have seen how poor 
the people are, we cannot sup-
port them but we want to take 
this opportunity to ask you to 
collect second hand clothing and 
shoes to bring to our new friends 
here in Ghana. The missionaries 
are helping but help is offered at 
those villages where the churches 
have their branches. We are trav-
eling to very remote places where 
there are no hospitals, schools, or 
even churches. We cannot give 
money to them but we can help 
cloth those who are half naked 
and bring shoes to the bare-
footed children.  
 

There are so many villages to 
visit and we cannot do all this 
alone. We are hoping to recruit as 
many villagers as we can to bring 
the talking Bibles to the parts of 
the nation where there are no 
roads. Paul suggested we bring 
used clothing because it would 
help them. We have always ap-
peared as simple men who want 
them to feel like we have similar 
opportunity when it comes to the 
work of God. There have some-
times been problems and we 
were also rejected at some point. 
The Missionaries have always 
driven in good cars and have 
appeared as men with class. They 
are treated as special people and 
would not go into the forest to 
bring the Word of God.  
 
We are bringing light to those in 
darkness and even though some-
times the work is hard, the joy 
supersedes the pain and when-
ever we write to you we totally 
forget some of the problems. We 
thank God for the car which is 
being shipped to us. We do be-
lieve that we can reach many 
places and it would be able to 
withstand the roads. We have 
met with at least 70 villages.  
 
We have also given out almost all 
the Akan-Asante talking Bibles. 
Paul and I have talked about 
ways and means, in other words, 
strategies to make the work easy. 
As mere men, we cannot do 
m u c h  w i t h o u t  G o d ' s 
help.  Kindly help if you have 
strategies that can help us. May 
God bless you all.  
 

- Paul and Kwame- 
 
 

 

“Dear Family of Christ Jesus, 
 
Praise God Almighty for a safe 
journey on our last trip and we 
thank you all for you unceasing 
prayers for us. We hope that eve-
ryone is doing great. It’s been 
some time now since we sent you 
an update and we know that you 
are eagerly waiting to hear the 
good news of the good work that 
we (both the American and Gha-
naian teams) have been entrusted 
with. The work is getting bigger 
and we were received by most of 
the people we visited both Chris-
tians and non-Christians alike. 
 
We have also met with some 
tribes and heard our new friends 
speak languages we did not un-
derstand. In fact, communication 
at some points was difficult espe-
cially when we met the Nkonya 
people in the Eastern region 
whom we were told had migrated 
from the Volta region into the 
Eastern region. Nkonya tribes are 
originally from the Volta region 
and we have not gone to the re-
gion. The last time we sent you 
an update was when we visited 
the Ashanti region. We were 
blessed to meet and give out 
Talking Bibles in Brong Ahafo 
region. In the Brong Ahafo, these 
are the towns visited so far: Pri-
mase, Basa, Kofi Djan, Kwame 
Danso, Nframa, Watoro, Labo, 
and Dogokrom. We visited the 
suburbs of the mentioned towns 
because the towns were towns 
with electricity and we were look-
ing for only remote areas.  
 
Most of the people we met in the 
Brong Ahafo were Northerners 
because the Akan people have 
settled in those towns with elec-
tricity and access to drinking or 
pipe water and the Northerners 
are their laborers who work for 
them on the farm. We have met 
good people in this region ever 
since we started and it has also 
been the region where we have 
received a gift from the farmers. 



In 2012 their circumstances 

changed and they are able to 

dedicate themselves full time 

to the endeavor.  They have 

established a non-profit or-

ganization (NPO) that is regis-

tered with the South African 

Department of Social Devel-

opment.  This organization 

currently has five board mem-

bers, Marv and Marie and 

three South African Citizens. 

 

The majority of the funding 

for Place of Hope Africa 

comes through donations 

from the United States. 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) “It has been encouraging to us 

that we have started our min-

istry...others have come along 

side wanting to partner with 

us.  Filling in the areas we 

have had a vision for but 

never expected to start so 

soon, as sewing, beading, me-

chanics, building, to name a 

few.  These people are also led 

by the Lord and have the 

same vision we do—to help 

those of South Africa 

(regardless of age) and give 

them a better life and hope for 

the future! - Marv & Marie 

Bjorklund.” 

 

 

 

If you would like to contact 

Marv and Marie, their email is   

missionarymarv@yahoo.com. 
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“One death on 

the cross gave 

us the one 

opportunity we 

each need to be 

part of  one 

body.” 

The Power of One 
 

 

Many of us have read the 

story of the man rescuing one 

starfish at a time on a beach 

covered with thousands. Many 

of us have also read the books 

of the Bible written by Paul.  

It is easy to see the difference, 

for the bad or the good, that 

one person makes when it is 

as dramatic as that of Saul in 

Acts 8:3 “But Saul began to 

destroy the church. Going 

from house to house, he 

dragged off men and women 

and put them in prison.” 

Then, after Saul’s conversion, 

we see the new difference one 

makes in one other life in Acts 

16:33 as the jailer begins his 

Community Kids’ Corner 

new life and immediately the 

effects permeate his whole 

household.  

 

At Community Kids, we have 

our own less dramatic yet 

every bit as powerful exam-

ples. One volunteer teaches 

one Kid to play guitar, who 

then leads a youth worship 

team at church. One company 

sponsors one student’s tuition 

and we see the inner change 

of self-value and the outer 

change of greatly improved 

grades and behaviors. Another 

volunteer weekly encourages 

Kids in the knowledge of their 

worth to the Lord and to soci-

ety by giving time, tutoring 

and love. 

 

Galatians 3:28 states, “There 

is neither Jew nor Greek, slave 

nor free, male nor female for 

you are all one in Christ.”  

One death on the cross gave 

us the one opportunity we 

each need to be part of one 

body.  Romans 12:5 reminds 

us “so in Christ, we who are 

many form one body, and 

each member belongs to all 

the others.”  I want to say 

“Thank You”  and to encour-

age each ONE of you who 

participate in so many unique 

ways all for the good of this 

one body of Christ. We are 

seeing the difference, one 

Community Kid at a time. 

 

- Rita Lotti- 

mailto:missionarymarv@yahoo.com
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“God is good 

and He is all 

around!  He is 

everywhere! The 

Good News is 

for everybody.” 

Talking Bibles—Mexico 

Dear Friends and Family, 

 

We are really thankful to 

our Lord for all your lives 

and for the good things that 

God is doing all around us. 

For the last two weeks, 

things here have been going 

really very well.  It is a lot 

of work that we are doing. 

Along with Pastor Filiberto, 

Pastor Fili is teaching me a 

lot of things about the cul-

ture here. People are really 

special here and their cul-

ture is very different. They 

are used to a lot of different 

things. Most of the people  

speak Spanish but the old 

people are the ones that 

have a hard time under-

standing Spanish. 

 

Last weekend we had a re-

union with all the churches 

that we are visiting. It was a 

really good feeling listening 

to the brothers praying in 

their own dialect.  These 

people are looking for the 

Lord and for fellowship 

with other churches.  Please 

pray for them.  We also are 

praying for a project.  We 

like to see how we can help 

these people and be able to 

minister to them.  There are 

a lot of poor people and we 

would like to find a way 

that we would be able to 

bless them. 

 

On Sunday we were at the 

all of them and pray that 
God will keep opening 
doors for us and for the 
vision that He is given us 
here.  Pray for Pastor Fili 
and his family and for my 
family, too.  Know that we 
are praying for you and if 
you have any questions, feel 
free to contact us at Face 
book alcacemixteco. 
 
Thank you for all your 
prayers and for your sup-
port. Know that we love 
you and we hope someday 
you would have the chance 
to come and visit us here in 
Tlaxiaco Oaxaca. 
 
 
 
-Esther, Nataly, Manasseh, 

and Hector Avila- 
 

 

town of Benito Juarez.   We 

had a reunion with the 

brothers from up there. We 

worship and have a good 

teaching from the Bible.  

Every time that we are go-

ing to the villages, Pastor 

Fili allows  me to give my 

testimony so they can get to 

know me and have them 

know what God has done 

in my life. 

 

Last week we were at Santa 

Ines with the brothers from 

up there.  We have a good 

time reading the Bible and 

spending time with them. 

One of the things that I like 

from here is that people are 

really open and they are 

hungry for the Lord. If you 

would have the chance to 

see the things that I’m able 

to see, you would be so im-

pressed!  God is good and 

He is all around! He is eve-

rywhere! The good news is 

for everybody. 

 

For this week, I will be go-

ing to Santa Ines by myself. 

I will be spending time with 

the teens from up there.  I 

will be sharing my testi-

mony and we will be read-

ing from the Bible. 

 

Please pray for all the 
churches from La Mixteca 
and for the pastors from 
here.  Our hope is that we 
can make a good team with 
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Current Events 

 

 

THE BOOK ROOM 

 

Thousands of Books for 

Sale! 

 

Open by appointment. 

 

Also accepting donations of 

used books. 

 

Call Jean Schonberg at 

320-886-5461 for more in-

formation. 

The Regeneration Center has 

ongoing Life Skills Classes for 

both men and women.  Some 

of the classes offered are:  

Freedom From Addiction, 

Alpha, Invisible War, Bounda-

ries, Victory Over the Dark-

ness, The Bondage Breaker, 

Financial Management., Now 

That You’re a Christian, Ef-

fective Parenting, and The 

Choice.  Please call our office 

or David Ask at 320-766-6182 

for men’s classes or Ardyce 

Harris at 320-766-2019 for 

women’s classes.  You can 

also access our website for  

current class descriptions and 

schedule of classes offered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a need for used cars.  

If you live in Minnesota and 

would like to donate a vehicle 

to The Regeneration Center, 

we will give you a tax deducti-

ble receipt so you can claim 

the gift on your taxes.  Please 

call Dave Schonberg at 320-

815-3590 for more details. 

If you would like to receive 

regular email updates from 

Ghana and Mexico, please 

email your address to lmarku-

son@regenerationcenter.org  

or go to our website under 

“Current News” for updates. 

 

 

Mark your calendars now for 

The Regeneration Center’s 

Annual Banquet on Friday, 

October 11th, at The Holi-

day Inn, Alexandria, MN.  

Watch our future newsletter 

and website for more infor-

mation. 

 

 

Check out our new and im-

p r o v e d  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.regenerationcenter.org. 
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